GETTING

DOWN zo :
BUSINESS

J ust as Frederick Leonharde (JD 74) was

about to sign with an established

BY SHAROM COLE

Tampa law firm upon graduation 30 years
ago, providence intervencd. He  was
approached by J. Hyatt Brown (JD 70), then
a member of the Florida House of
Representatives.

“He told me, "You don't wane 1o pracrice
in a stodgy old law firm for your entire
career...get out there and have more fun!™
Leonhardt said with a slight southern drawl.

Mever one to back down from a
challenge, the fearless Gator accepted.

He spent the nexr year serving as
counsel to the House of Representatives,
acting as attorney for the Committee on
Growth and Energy. He wrote energy
resource laws, was drawn into the exhila-
racion of law making, and fast became
“hooked on government law.”

“I quickly realized how many different
points of view exist on any single issue,”
said Leonharde. “Every time we thoughe we
had an answer there was someone with a
different perspective who wanred a different
answer. We spent an inordinate amount of
time working our solutions everyone could
live with. It is a very healchy process for our
form of government.”

Leonharde’s time in the capiral city
would prove invaluable over the course of
his career as he pracriced government law
and earned recognition, such as being
named “Most Influential Business Person i e
of the Year" by the Orlands Busines Flarida Trend listed Leonhardt among the “Most Influential Floridians® in 2004,
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